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Appendix 1

How this Book Was Prepared

I hadtwo main objectivesin usinga DTP programon the Archimedesfor writing

this book: the first was,asmuchasanythingelse,to proveto myselfthatit couldbe
done,andthe secondwasto provide an extendedvorked exampleof a book about
DTP, put togetherby DTP. The often complexmixture of text and graphicswas a
real challengeto assembl@andwould havesorelytaxedmanya lessercomputerand
software.With only a few problems(mostof themof my own making) Impression
coped admirably with all | asked of it.

PageDesign.| wasundoubtedlyfortunatein havingbeencommissionedo write the

bookin thefirst place,becausd wasthereforeableto draw on an establishegage

format andtext style ratherthan havingto designmy own. So, the first stepwasto
designmasterpagesandtext stylesto matchthe specificationd hadreceived.The
masterpagesverebasedon a publishedbook; part of my designis shownin Figure

Al.1. A point to noteis thatthe pageheadingfor left-handpagesis definedon the
masterpagebut the right-handmastempagehasno headingonly a guideframe. This
wasbecauseheleft-handpageheadingwasconstanthroughouthe book, but right-
handpageshada headingthatchangedrom chapterto chapter For this purposethe

type of frame uniqueto Impression the repeatframe, was invaluable. Once the
correctheadinghad beentypedinto sucha frame placedon the third pageof every .
chapterjt would thenappearautomaticallyon everyright-handpagethroughoutthe

restof the chapter.Right-handpagenumberswere similarly given their own repeat .
frame. To makea consistenigap underthe pageheadingd setthe bottom edgeof

the heading frame (which had a border on it to create the line) to repel text by 9mm.

To ensureconsistenpositioningof the repeatframesfrom one chaptero the nextl
would click on thelastoneof the previouschapter Shift-click on the frameholding
the pagenumber(to selectthat one too), type Ctrl-C to copy both framesto the
clipboardand then scroll to the receiving page,wherea Ctrl-V would pastethem
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Figure A1.1 Tops of the master pages for this book: (a) left-hand; (b) right-hand page

Figure A1.2 The main stylesusedin this book (a humberwere concealedfrom the
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menu, to keep it shorter and more convenient for working)

into place.Accurate positioningwas enabledby selecting‘Snapto guides’in the

Preferences dialogue box accessed fronirtipgessioricon-bar menu.
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Text Styles.The maintext stylesusedin the book are shownin two partsin Figure
Al1.2, from which you will seethat the stylesfall into two categoriesthoseused
frequently(suchaschapter pageandtext headingsandvariouscommontext styles)
andthosepreparedor a singleuse(suchaslitalian.Book/14pt/X:Y120%,which was
usedin Figure9.10).Otherstyles,createdor occasionalise,wereomittedfrom the
Style menu as they wouldn’t be used again. Most of the ad hog purely local,
changesin font or point size were done from the Effects menu, but as it isn't
possibleto changethe aspectratio of fonts in that way (other than by useof the
presetexpandedndcondensedizes)it wassometimesiecessaryo createcomplete
styles such as the Italian and French ones shown opposite, even for only a single use.

DocumentDesignand Choice of Software. | startedwith theintentionof usingmy
unexpanded\rchimedesmodel310to preparehe book; | alsodecidedat the outset
to make the entire book just one Impressiondocument.Although this was not
without its drawbacksin the later stages,it did meanthat there was never any
guestion over which was the latest version of any chapter: they were all

automaticallycollectedtogether It alsomeantthat the whole book could be printed
out at onetime ratherthanin sections(exceptfor pausego add paperfrom time to

time). By the time the book wasfinishedthe documenthad reachedover 72Mb in

size,anddespitethe problemsthatthis causedfor instancejt wastakingaslong as
a minuteto load, evenfrom harddisk) it is fair to saythatthis couldn’t havebeen
donewith any other DTP softwareon the Archimedes:Acorn DTP is too slow and
lacksthe advancedeaturesof Impressionand Ovationwouldn’t allow the useof a
disk file to act as an extension of computer memory.

lllustrations. Most of the illustrations | createdmyself with Paint and Draw:
dialogueboxesweregrabbedrom the screerwith Paint (sometimesery largeones
suchasFigure7.7 hadto beassembledrom severaparts);menushadto be savedas
snapshotof the screenwith a program,HotKey, publishedin The Micro User in
May 1990,thoughSnippetirom 4Mationwould haveservedhadl hada copy.Some
of the pictureswere scangmadewith a Scan-LightJuniorfrom ComputerConcepts.
Many of theDraw files | made myself, though some were clip art.

Indexing. Indexinga work of this sizehadto be donein stagesl createda style that
had the ‘Index label’ flag setand also a backgroundcolour of yellow, then high-
lightedkey wordsandphrasedy applyingthe style (seepagel48). After creatingan
index basedon this first phasel searchedhroughthe whole documentor the listed
entries, highlighted other finds and made a new index. Then | edited it.

Equipment. The implicationsfor my equipmentwerethat 1Mb of memorybecame
problematicand| eventuallyupgradedo 4Mb. The causeof the memoryshortage
despiteImpressiors use of the disk file as ‘virtual memory’ (only part of the
documentat a time needbe loadedinto the computer’'smemory;the restremainson
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disk) wasthe sheersizeof someof the spritesin theillustrations.Anotherreasorfor
addingto the memorysize wasto allow me to useseveralapplicationsat oncein
true RISC OS fashion,evento the extentof running Acorn DTP, Impressionand
Ovationsimultaneously to make comparisons easier.

The document'sventualkizeruled out (asl hadforeseerit might) the useof floppy
disks,so a harddisk systemwascalledfor; | alreadyhadone,but to be on the safe
sidel chosean 80Mb disk asthe secondbecausef the needfor keepingmultiple
copies of the document(and separatecopies of the figures) as backups.Such
backupshadto be madeon harddisk becausehe lengthof the documenfprecluded
evenarchivingto floppy diskswith a compressiorprogramsuchas Spark So, my
original harddisk heldtheworking versionof the documentin caseof failure of one
drive the otherwould still be usableIn fact, neithercauseda problem(l realisethatl
am tempting Providenceby writing this); for the record, they were SCSI drives
supplied by Oak (now Oak Solutions).

For the purposesf backupstoragean Impressiondocumentcanin fact be split up
into its componenthaptersandeveninto text andillustrations,so backingup onto
floppy diskswould in theory have beenfeasible.However,for this book it would
havemadea herculeartaskout of a job thatl freely admitto doingreluctantlyeven
whenit is simple; | neededo disincentiveso makeme still lessinclinedto do it.

After all, this document now consists of 17 directories containing 257 files.

As it grew, the documentoverflowedeventhe 4Mb of memory available,so the
‘Minimise memory’ option on the Impressionmenubecameessentialthis freedall
but the memory needed for the chapter currently in action.

The first printout, for approvalby the publisher,wasdoneon my own LaserDirect,
which prints at 300 d.p.i. The final cameracopy was preparedon a LaserDirect
HiRes at 600 d.p.i., courtesy of Computer Concepts.

The moral of the story is that the job could havebeendonewith a 1Mb computer,
thoughnot at all asconveniently(in fact, printing would havebeena problem),and
a harddisk was essentiafor suchan ambitiousproject. To saythat Impressionwas
the only softwarethat could havecopedis not to denigrateAcorn DTP, Ovationor,
for thatmatter,any of the othersoftwaredescribedn the book, becauseeachhasits
strongpointsand suitabilities.For your own purposesyhich areunlikely to extend
to writing somethingassubstantiahsa 280-pagebook, your choiceof softwarewill
be basedon less demandingcriteria. However, it can be a good idea to go for
slightly morethanyou think you needat the moment(if you canafford it) because
as your proficiency grows, so will your ideas.But you can still do a tremendous
amountwith a basicArchimedessystemandthe leastexpensivesoftware:you aren’t
committed to huge expenditure.



