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Preface

This book is for all those with an interestin desktop publishing (DTP to the
fashionable)andwho eitherhaveaccesdo, or arethinking of acquiring,an Acorn

Archimedes.In the home, at school or in the businessenvironment,if you are
curiousaboutwhat DTP is all aboutand what it can do for you, or if you have
startedusingDTP andneedhelp, thenthis bookis for you. The subtitle, DTP for all,

reflectsmy belief thatthe Archimedesandthe softwarefor it havebroughtgenuine
DTP within everyone’s reach.

Althoughthe speedandprocessingpowerof the Archimedesmakeit idealfor DTP,
the machinehasan undeservedlyow profile by comparisorwith Macintoshesand
PCs.Themaincriticism of the Archimedesthatit lackedsoftwarethatdid it justice,
was valid for DTP only becauseof the long developmentime for such complex
programsAt the time of writing therearethreefully-fledgedcontendersin orderof
appearancehey are Desktop Publisher from Acorn, Impressionfrom Computer
Conceptsand Ovationfrom Beebug.Impressionalso comesin a simplified version
calledimpression Juniar

This book is not intended as a comparativereview of DTP software for the
Archimedesinsteadit seekgto explainwhatDTP is, how it canbe usedandhow to
getthe bestout of it, with examplesEachof the three programshasits particular
strengthsandit is not necessarilysignificantif only oneof themis usedto illustrate
any given point.

OneareawhereDTP hasgreatpotentialis in schools,andonechapteris devotedto
DTP work with two packages(PenDownfrom Longman Logotron and Desktop
Folio from ESM) designed specially for use in the educational sphere.

You may not want everything that DTP has to offer: newer word processing
programshavemanyfeatureshat makethemDTP-like, andoneof themmay be all
that you need.With this in mind thereis a chapterwhich describesthree word
processor®f increasingsophistication(1st Word Plus, PipeDreamand EasiWritel),
so that you can see whether you really need to travel the whole DTP road.

An evenmore cost-consciousoute, though a lessflexible one, is to usethe free
softwaresuppliedby Acorn with the Archimedesthereis a specialchapteron how
to get a first taste of DTP with the applicatid@dit andDraw.
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iv Preface

In the end, of course,only you can say what your requirementsare and therefore
which softwarewill suit you best. To make that decisionyou should also read
reviewsand seekother advice;remembertoo, that your needsand ambitionsmay
grow.

As the ultimate worked examplefor a book on DTP, in an appendixl explainhow
this book was written wholly with a DTP program on my own Archimedes.

Throughoutthe book | usethe term ‘Archimedes’for the sakeof brevity to referto

all machinesin the Acorn range running RISC OS: this commonly meansthe

Archimedesseriesandthe BBC modelA3000. Although| shallassumeaeaderdave
apassingacquaintancaith RISC OStermsandproceduressexplainedn the User
Guide,for the sakeof neatnesshereis a shortsectionon the particularconventions
usedin thebook.Oneconventionthat| haveadoptedandtried to be consistenabout
is to useitalics for the nameof a pieceof software(suchasDraw, Paint, 1stWord

Plusg) but romantype for the nameof the application’sdirectorywith its ! character
(suchas!Draw, !Paint, !1stWord+). This is offeredin a spirit of helpfulnessrather
than as an attempt to confuse.

| owe a debtof gratitudeto many peoplefor help, advice,guidanceandjust plain
generosityduring the preparationof this book. Specialthanksare due to Charles
Moir at ComputerConceptsfor softwareand hardwaresupportbeyondthe call of
businessandalsoto JohnWallaceat BeebugRobertMacmillanat Colton Software,
lan Copestake,Claire Gravesat ESM, Mike Glover at Icon Technology, and
LongmanLogotron,all of whom kindly suppliedvariousversionsof their software
aswell asthefruits of their expertise Someof the hintson the useof Impressiorare
my own discoveriesput someappearedirst in Archive magazineandareincluded
here with the kind permissionof Paul Beverley. Steve Turnbull, Kendall Down,
EdwardDetynaandGordonYoungread,andmadeconstructivecommenton, early
drafts;Mike CookandWild Vision providedthe digitisedimagesin Figure8.8. The
supportof GrahamBeechat SigmaPressover the courseof my labourshasbeen
muchappreciatedl shouldalsolike to thankmy wife, Alice (the book widow), for
her patienceand understandingAlthough | have receivedmuch help from other
people, | should make it clear that any errors in the book are my fault, not theirs. .

I haveenjoyedfinding out moreaboutDTP on the Archimedesin writing this book
— | hope you enjoy doing the same in reading it.

Bruce Goatly
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